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CHECK WITH THE OFFICE TO SEE IF WE ARE BACK IN BUSINESS! 
 

WEEKLY PRAYER & STUDY GROUPS 
 

Online only at this time. 
Check website or call church office for information. 

www.willowbrookumc.org  

Willowbrook United Methodist Church  
OUR MINISTRY TOGETHER 

The ministers of this church are its members; 
those who assist them are: 

Dedicated Lay Ministry—Stephen Ministry 
Gary Kennedy—Senior Pastor 
Ruth Blum—Associate Pastor 

Rev. Jon Ierley—Pastor Emeritus 
Dr. Robb Butler—Music Director 
Carol Virolainen—Organist 

Laurie Lineberry—Director of Laity 
Russ Koan—Lay Leader 

DEADLINE FOR the March 2021 
Good News is February 8, 2020 

CHECK TO SEE IF WE HAVE STARTED UP 
 
 

Sunday Worship 
 

www.willowbrookumc.org 
or 

Willowbrook Church on YouTube 

CURRENT OFFICE HOURS 
Mon-Fri—8:30 a.m.—NOON. 

ECEDECEDECEDECED    

 
 

Willowbrook United Methodist Church 
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”  

19390 North 99th Avenue 
Sun City, AZ 85373-1102 

 

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday 
(closed 12 - 12:30 p.m. for lunch)  

(623) 974-5637  FAX: (623) 933-5466 
Internet: http://www.willowbrookumc.org 
E-mail address: bev@willowbrookumc.org 

GOOD NEWSGOOD NEWS  

The church office is open from 8:30 a.m. to Noon Monday-Friday. Other times leave a 
message on the main phone number, 623-974-5637, and we will get back to you. Send 

prayer chain requests to prayerchain@willowbrookumc.org.  

Missing the February Calendar? Because at the time of printing we were unsure what 
activities, (if any) would go on, we thought it best not to include a calendar. Please check 

with the office or the E-News for the latest information. 

February 2021 Issue 

Willowbrook’s Book Club has begun meeting on Zoom with 
a new name! HOOKED on BOOKS wants more members! 
If you are interested, contact Nancy Prevost at  
nancybp7@gmail.com and she will send you a Zoom invita-
tion before the next meeting.  
 
Below is the list of books we will be discussing in the next 
few months so you can begin reading! 

January 28—Camino Winds by John Grisham 
February 25—Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker by 
Jennifer Chiaverini 

WILLOWBROOK E-NEWS 

 
Have you been receiving weekly updates from the church 
during the pandemic? Have you been receiving the online 
worship service?  
 
If you would like to receive them in your email, send me an 
email with your request. Provide your email address, phone 
number and name. 
 
Betty Shepherd betty@willowbrookumc.org 
 

ANDREW MINISTRY 

 
If you don’t have a computer, remember the pastors provide a 
a weekly phone call message on Sunday morning to people 
who wish to receive the recorded call. Simply call the church 
office to have your name and phone number added to this 
ministry. 
 
Willowbrook Church office 623-974-5637 

Epiphany Sunday 
 

Bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, these Willowbrook  
Wise Men symbolized the meaning of Epiphany Sunday.  
 
(l to r): Ron Laumann, Charles Musgrave and Dick Preisendorf. The 
colorful robes were sewn by the Kris Krafters. 



FEBRUARY LECTIONARY YEAR B (2021) 

February 7 Isaiah 40:21-31,;Ps 147:1-11, 20c;  
1 Cor 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 

February 14 
Transfiguration 

2 Kings 2:1-12; Ps 50:1-6;  
2 Cor 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

February 17 
Ash Wed. 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Ps 51:1-17;  
2 Cor 5:20b-6:10; Mark 6:1-6, 16-21 

February 21 
Lent 1 

Gen 9:8-17; Ps 25:1-10;  
1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

February 28 
Lent 2 

Gen 17:1-7, 15-16; Ps 22:23-31;  
Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 
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(We celebrate 90 years 

or more) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    5 Irma Frederick 
    7 Doris Olson 
  11 Charlene Vafiadi 
  11 Larry Williams 
  18 Tee Shultz 
  18 Austin Tingley 
  25 Charles Fuller 
  25 Bobbi Wold 

 

(We Celebrate 50 years 
or more) 

 
 

 

 8 Peter & Phyllis Lee 64th 
 14 Bill & Jo Kozacek 72nd 
 19 Russ & Lynn Koan 66th 

      im and Charlotte Becker want to thank all of our Willow-
brook family for the prayers, cards, phone calls, flowers, and 
food we received after being released from the hospital in 
November where we were both treated for Covid 19.  
 
Charlotte recovered quickly. Jim took a little longer to regain 
his strength but he is doing much better. We are both looking 
forward to the day when we are able to worship at the church 
and can thank everyone in person.  

Sincerely, 
The Beckers 

February Calendar 
 
2  Staff-Parish ZOOM meeting 
4  Worship Committee ZOOM meeting 
6 Food Collection Day (Drop off) 
6 P.O.W.W.O.W. (Drive-Thru Parking Lot) 
8-20 Parking Lot CLOSED for repair (Park on Saddle Ridge) 
15 President’s Day—Office Closed 

To My Willowbrook Family 
 
I wish you all a joyful, blessed and healthy 
New Year. Thank you for prayers, cards and 
telephone calls. My grandson, Phillip con-
tracted the Virus. The two weeks of quaran-
tine, wearing a mask, sanitizing everything 
we touched and distancing ourselves when 
we could became quite frustrating, but thanks 
be to God, for His Amazing Grace! Phillip 
tested negative on his second test, as did the 
rest of the family. God is good. 
 

2020 was a traumatic hardship for all of us. The politics, sickness, 
isolation, loneliness and deaths. There was heartbreaking loss for 
many of our members who lost loved ones, family members and 
friends because of the virus and other health issues. My prayers and 
sympathy go out to all of you. 
 
When we face loss, disappointment or difficult circumstances we 
cry out to God. We ask, “Why?” He wants us to be honest with 
Him. He can handle our ever-changing emotions and our questions. 
Through it all He remains with us and refreshes our spirits with en-
during hope. The joy I feel will not change because the real joy is 
God in the marrow of my bones. 
 
As we enter into 2021, let us trust Him at all times. Pour out your 
hearts to Him for God is our refuge. (Psalm 62:8) 
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A Love Letter, 

the Ultimate Valentine 
 

by Pastor Gary Kennedy 

 

Even before Christmas day arrives, the big department stores already have the Valentine items up for 

sale; rows of hearts, things in red and of course chocolate fill these aisles. It is so interesting that the supply deci-

sions for the department stores seem to be made somewhere other than Arizona. At the writing of this article, I 

want to mention that it is cold outside, well at least by Arizona standards, but now is not the time to buy a coat or 

gloves, you should have done that weeks ago. But maybe now those swim towels just might be coming out. Ex-

aggeration, well maybe it is, but not far off. The stores have us thinking and shopping ahead. So let’s think ahead 

to Valentine’s Day. Maybe it not too early to think about those Valentine cards, chocolates and of course those 

love letters. How about in this year of pandemic, we send some of those Valentines cards to friends and relatives 

near and far. Remember when we were kids, we would give a Valentine card to every kid in the class. Well, 

maybe this year we let those relatives and distant friends know that we are thinking of them. It was fun as kids, 

why not now? 

Perhaps I am saying this because I have the concept of the love letter in my mind. I just read a devotional 

by the late Billy Graham that focused on love letters. He referred to that chapter in the Bible that speaks of love. 

First Corinthians 13 is read at weddings frequently and is often referred to as the “love chapter”. What Billy Gra-

ham said is that the whole Bible is God’s love letter to us. First Corinthians 13 reminds us that love means re-

spect and care for other people. It is great advice for couples in love but more than that, it is excellent advice for 

treating other people with love and respect. When we expand on that line of thinking and consider that the Bible 

is God’s word to us, then we must pause and take it very seriously. The teachings and direction given helps us 

personally and it helps us relate to others. If someone you love wrote you a love letter, you would certainly take 

time to read it. God has written us a love letter and it is important for us to read it as well. If you don’t read the 

Bible on a regular basis, I encourage you to do so. Maybe First Corinthians 13 is a good place to start. 

“Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous, or conceited, or proud; love is not ill-mannered, or selfish, 

or irritable; love does not keep a record of wrongs; love is not happy with evil, but is happy with the truth. Love 

never gives up: its faith, hope, and patience never fail. Love is eternal.” First Corinthians 13: 4-8  

Read the rest of the chapter and the Bible regularly and remember above all that God is love! 

 

Pastor Gary Kennedy 



Each month we join other churches in prayer for churches 
of the West District in the Desert Southwest Conference. 
 

 
 

FEBRUARY 
Ajo Federated Church 

Calvary UMC, Phoenix 
Chino Valley UMC 

Christ Community UMC, Avondale 

 

On the first full weekend of each month we collect 
food for Salvation Army and cash for Valley View 
Community Food Bank. 

 
Our next food drive will be Saturday, 

February 6, 2021 
from 8 to 10 in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Many thanks to Ron Leonard who continues 
to be the point person in collection of food. 

In their year-end newsletter, Jesse 
Ramirez repeated the familiar mantra 
we’ve heard from so many food 
banks; the number of people seeking 
assistance has increased and resources 
have been stretched. In 2020, Valley 
View Community Food Bank—

VVCFB’s client numbers increased by 50%. 
 
On the bright side, Valley View received two rounds of PPP 
money, so no staff were laid off. In addition, St. Mary’s Food 
Bank reached out to them to form a partnership. “They have 
already made it possible for us to receive food through some 
federal programs that we couldn’t access before.” (St. Mary’s 
distributes the majority of the food they receive to other food 
banks, schools, and community centers throughout Arizona.)  
 
In 2020, Willowbrook donated $4,855 to Valley View.  
 
LOOKING FOR A WAY TO HELP VALLEY VIEW? 
 

The money generated from their thrift stores helps cover pan-
try costs. Valley View is in need of donations of “gently used 
clothes, furniture and household goods.” Since Willowbrook 
is not having a rummage sale this year, consider giving your 
donations to VVCFB. Their number is 623-455-2911. 

Volunteer for P.O.W.W.O.W. 
 
Willowbrook will host our next POWWOW on Saturday, February 
6th again using a drive-through pick-up model. We are open to the 
public from 8:00-11:00am. 
 
We have two volunteer shifts. The early shift is from 7:00-9:00am 
and the second from 9:00-11:15am. To volunteer, please contact Liz 
Peck at e.peck@zona.net. 

Always choose love 
 
God wants us to choose to love him freely, even when that 
choice involves pain, because we are committed to him, not to 
our own good feelings and rewards. He wants us to cleave to 
him, as Job did, even when we have every reason to deny him 
hotly. That, I believe, is the central message of Job. 
 
Satan had taunted God with the accusation that humans are 
not truly free. Was Job being faithful simply because God had 
allowed him a prosperous life? Job’s fiery trials proved the 
answer beyond doubt. Job clung to God’s justice when he was 
the best example in history of God’s apparent injustice. He 
did not seek the Giver because of his gifts; when all gifts were 
removed, he still sought the Giver. 
 

—Philip Yancey, Where Is God When It Hurts? 

www.willowbrookumc.org 

Willowbrook Continues To Support 
Wesley Community & Health Centers 

 
The proceeds of our church’s Christmas offering will be used to 
support the Wesley Community & Health Centers. Wesley operates 
out of two campuses: one in downtown Phoenix and the other in 
Maryvale. Both of their campuses are in COVID hot spots. In spite 
of COVID, what they have accomplished in 2020 is remarkable. 
 
  Here is a short list of their major accomplishments: 

 - They became licensed as a child care facility. 

 - The Maryvale kitchen was renovated (funded by a grant from 
Virginia G. Piper Foundation) & licensed. 

 - Over 3,000 free meals were served to children. 

 - 28 children received over 400 hours of support for on-line 
schooling. 

 - Since June, they held 2 drive-through events: a health fair and 
a turkey distribution. 

 - Wesley held 4 mobile mammogram events, serving over 100 
women. 

 - They are currently on pace to provide over 2,500 COVID tests 
by year-end. 

 
CEO Blaine Bandi wrote in his end of the year newsletter, “we are 
grateful for the opportunity to make a daily difference in our com-
munity. From newborns to seniors; from meals, to virtual schools; 
we make lives just a little better. In a world apart, we are grateful for 
the opportunity of being six feet together.” 

______________________ 
 

Thank you notes: 
 
CEO Tom Kertis of St. Mary’s Food Bank wrote: 
 
. . .“this season of sharing may not feel the same as in 
previous years but you and St. Mary’s are the light shin-
ing through this terrible time. Your gifts make all the 
difference in the world to our clients;–some of whom 
were financial supporters of the Food Bank just a few 

months ago. Together, we will help our neighbors weather this 
storm onto a brighter future.” 

______________________ 
 

Debra Bradley, Chief Operating Officer of Habitat for 
Humanity, Central AZ wrote: 
 
“Your church’s continued partnership and (financial) 
gift will allow us the chance to continue to serve fami-

lies who need our help. You are indeed a reflection of God’s love–
we appreciate all you do to help build homes, communities, and 
hope. Thank you again for your kindness.” 

In these unprecedented times, remember 
that the Personal Assistance Program is still 
working to help our church members. Per-
haps you are looking for a different living 
situation, the PAP committee could help 
you make contact with someone who is 
experienced with that. SCAN offers many 
benefits to Sun City residents. Tax season 
is coming and someone may need help with 

that. If you or someone you know has a need or just to ask a 
question, contact Sandee Core at score10@cox.net or phone 
her at 602-826-3570.  

Celebrating love 
 
For 80 years, a couple in Ecuador 
was an exceptional example of 
marital love. Julio Cesar Mora 
Tapia, 110, and Waldramina 
Maclovia Quinteros Reyes, 104, 
were wed on February 7, 1941. 

Until Julio’s death last October, they were reportedly the 
world’s oldest married couple. Their large family includes 
nine great-great-grandchildren! 
 
Good News Network recounts: “Julio Cesar fell in love with 
Waldramina’s beauty, her conversation, and her big heart.” 
Meanwhile, she found in him “a poet with a young spirit.” 
The couple says the formula for a lasting marriage is “love + 
maturity + mutual respect,” as well as patience, compassion 
and hard work. 
 
That calls to mind Paul’s words, often read at weddings: 
“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 
not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:4-6, ESV). 
 

—NewsletterNewsletter 



Sweet Dora Mowry 
623-209-9490 

(Cell phone only) 
 

Nancie Fletcher 
13840 N Desert Harbor Dr Apt 233 

Peoria AZ 85381-3623 
 

Fred & Bonnie Anderson 
Fred—fred35399@gmail.com 

Bonnie—bonand1899@gmail.com 
 

Florence Rego 
480-318-5753 

(Cell phone only) 

Address/Email/ 
Phone Changes 

Rev Gary   revgary@willowbrookumc.org 
Pastor Ruth ruthblum49@gmail.com 
Laurie   Llineberry@dscumc.org 
Bev   bev@willowbrookumc.org 
Betty   betty@willowbrookumc.org 
Robb   robb2mus@gmail.com 
Carol   carol.virolainen@gmail.com 
Cynthia   bev@willowbrookumc.org  
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SEND PRAYER REQUESTS TO: 
 

prayerchain@willowbrookumc.org 

Saturday, February 6, 2021 
In Wilson Hall from 

8:00-10:00 a.m. 
Non-perishable food 

& water or cash 

I trust in your unfailing 
love: my heart rejoices in 
your salvation 

Psalm 13:5  !" 

Our condolences to family and 
friends on the death of the following 
Willowbrook members &/or family 
& friends:  

 
 Alice Bacon on December 17 
 Duane Kurth’s sister, Beverly Zajic on   

December 16 in Forest Lake MN 
 Diana Hartman on December 27 
 Mary Dutka on January 12 

Many of our congregation have lost loved ones 
this year and have asked about our GriefShare 
program. 
 

While it is still not safe for our weekly GriefShare meetings 
we want you to know there are still resources available to help 
you through your grief. 
 
Go to: GriefShare.org and sign up for FREE daily email devo-
tions. These daily emails can be very comforting and support-
ive during this difficult time. While you are in the website, it 
is possible you will find other resources that will help you 
navigate through this process. 

Pray for the following members in a 
Group Home or Care Facility: 

 
 

 Helen Duke  Amethyst Arbor 

 Richard Ceser Amethyst Gardens 

 Dorothy Zimmerman Anna’s Assisted Living 

 Martha Stromgren Annie’s Care Home NEW 

 Doris Olson  Beatitudes 

 Dot Habkirk  Brookdale Union Hills 

 Judy Neiman  EnClave@Chandler 

 Robert Nelson Family Matters Care 

 Mary Banks  Freedom Plaza, The Inn 

 Fern McKnight Sagewood Assisted Living 

 Hazel Probio  Sun City West Assisted Living 

 Dennis Arend NEW 

 Larry Hudson Woodmark 

 2021 Offering Envelopes 
 

Pick up your 2021 offering envelopes in the 
church library (across the hall from the  
office) Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to Noon.  
 

Numbers have changed! 
Remember to use NEW envelopes NOW. 

MIDWEEK MEALS 
 

Because of work in the Parking Lot, 
there are NO Midweek Meals in February. 

Justa Note . . .Justa Note . . .Justa Note . . .Justa Note . . .    
 
 

Thank you for your continued support of Justa Center 
either with monetary or physical donations. Bring NEW 
donations to the center at 1001 W Jefferson Street, 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 twice a month between 8-11 AM. 
 
The next collection drives are as follows: 
For safety reasons, all NEW items. 
 
February 6 & 20 at the center only-  
FEBRUARY Needs Follow: 
Women's Briefs (p/s to 3x), Winter coats and Cardigans, 
Winter Hats & Scarves, Hoodies (all sizes), S/S T-shirts 
(all sizes), Paper Towels, Pens, Laundry Detergent 
(powder), Shower Curtains (plastic), Deodorant, Indi-
vidually-wrapped spoons. 

______________________ 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
Justa Center has been selected as a charity beneficiary 
for the Birdies For Charity program at the 2021 Waste 
Management Phoenix Open! Simply pledge one cent or 
more for every birdie that will be made by the PGA 
TOUR players at the tournament, and Justa Center will 
receive 100% of the collected pledges. Make your 
pledge by 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 7, 2021. 

        Thank you for your support!  

The United Methodist Women are consid-
ering reprinting the cookbook if there is 
sufficient interest. If you are interested in 
ordering one or more (only $10 each), 
please email Sue Marshall at  
smarshall92@cox.net or  
call 623-546-6400. Thanks. 

 
 
 
 

The February program will again be sent out by email on Feb-
ruary 15. The program will be Prayer and Self-denial as we 
prepare for Lent as well as Persistence in Mission which is a 
study of how women in scripture and in United Methodist 
Women's history have been persistent in prayer and speaking 
up for mission. 

The symbol for February is a heart, the embodiment of “Love.” The 
Kris Krafters show their love by continuing to work from home to 
sew, quilt, knit and crochet for those in need. The donations will 
continue to be distributed to local charities. What is needed? Sug-
gested projects include pillowcases, kitchen 
dishcloths, hats, scarves, lap robes and quilts. If 
you need fabric or yarn, please contact: 
 
Karen DeVerna   623-332-8069 
Jane Hager   623-977-6222 
Cathy Hoben Calhoun  602-702-8375 

 
_______________________________ 

 
THANK YOU! 
 
Dearest Beloved People of God, 
First and foremost, we would like to thank you for your 
generous donations to our ministry during a scary time 
and especially when so many Navajo people didn’t 
know what to expect or where to turn to when help was 
needed. We are thankful for you who have given us so 

much that we may survive another day. We are thankful that God is 
touching your hearts in such a time as this. We pray that your souls 
will feel that Spirit Divine and be renewed in the love of God. 

 

Rev. Tweedy Evelene NavarreteRev. Tweedy Evelene NavarreteRev. Tweedy Evelene NavarreteRev. Tweedy Evelene Navarrete    
Executive Director 
Four Corners Native American Ministry 
P. O. Box 400 
Shiprock, N.M. 87420 


