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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday Worship
5:00 p.m.—Chapel

Sunday Worship
9:30 a.m.—Sanctuary AND
9:30 a.m. Sunday Live Stream
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Worship available on

https://willowbrookumc.org DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 ISSUE

is AUGUST 4th

Willowbrook United Methodist Church

Our Ministry Together
The ministers of this church are its members

Those who assist them are:

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday—8:30 am—4:00 pm

®

Dedicated Lay Ministry—Stephen Ministry
Rev. Matt Ashley—Senior Pastor
Rev. Ruth Blum—Associate Pastor
Rev. Lois Hedden—Pastor of Visitation
Laurie Lineberry—Director of Laity
Rev. Jon Ierley—Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Robb Butler—Music Director

Pray for the following
members in a

Friday—8:30 am—1:30 pm
P Group Home or Care Facility:

Ta
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Donna Barr Avanti Senior Living > >CL
Richard Ceser Highland Park Asst. Living Carol Manley—Worship Musician
Jane Hager The Inn @ Freedom Plaza Nchré%lgspggPsza\gﬁh_—Lla.IerS;tgee?m
Lois McCrea Carefree Assisted Living Russ Koan—Lay Leaer Emeritus

August 2025 Issue

)pen Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doo
19390 North 99th Avenue
Sun City, AZ 85373-1102

urs: 8:30 am—4:00 pm Monday thru
Friday 8:30 am—1:30 pm
(closed 12:00-12:30 pm for lunch)

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday—8:30 am—4:00 pm
Friday—8:30 am—1:30 pm
Outside office hours leave a message on the main phone number, 623-974-5637, and we will get back to you.
Send prayer chain requests to prayerchain@willowbrookumec.org.

August 31st is another 5th Sunday! That means it is time for the HART Pantry food drive.
HART Pantry provides personal hygiene and food items to homeless teens to help them
focus on school. We want to show these kids that Willowbrook United Methodist Church

Fift cares. Bring the following items on Saturday, August 30, or Sunday, August 31.

Sunday

There is also always a bin in Fellowship Hall marked "HART Pantry" to drop off travel-
size toiletries. Remember, the teens carry everything in their backpacks, so travel sizes

are best.

It’s Time!

Third Annual
Undie Sunday
August 9 & 10

All sizes—NEW
Children’s underwear
Women's Underwear
Men’s boxers or briefs

Instant lunch cups, pop-top canned pasta, protein bars. Austin/Lance-
cracker packs, Ramen noodle packs, individual cereal cups/boxes, fruit/pudding cups,
10 oz. peanut butter. Remember: current "best by" dates. Thank you for your support!

Midwestern University is providing a speaker
for our September First Tuesday at Noon. They
will share information about the various com-
munity programs the University offers.

Lunch will be a Pasta Phling!
(various pastas, various
sauces)
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Be sure to sign up on
August 16/17 or 23/24.
Remember, while there is
never a charge, donations
are appreciated.

National
Thoughtful Day

Barb Paton, founder of Thoughtful
Pinch, created National Thoughtful
Day in 2020 to inspire people to be
more caring.

Her simple goal reminded everyone that small acts
of kindness can change lives. This day shines a
light on how the smallest gesture can make a big
difference.

It started with her desire to help people feel seen
and appreciated. Believing thoughtful actions could
build stronger connections between friends, family,
and communities, she launched the idea to encour-
age others to pause and act with care.

We will celebrate this day on August 28 at 9:30 am
by calling all our members to remind them they
are important, and we keep them in our thoughts
and prayers. If you are willing to bring your cell
phone and help with the calls, please sign up in
Fellowship Hall on August 17.
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oachok Who Is My Neighbor?
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In Luke 10:29 an expert in the Law asks Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” The implication in
the story is that the man wants to know whom he is obligated to be helpful to in faithful response to
God. In response, Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan, expanding our circle of neighbors from
people who are like us to everyone we encounter.

John Wesley, the Anglican priest who began the Methodist Movement way back in the 1700’s,
famously affirmed that “the whole world is my parish.” Methodist began as an evangelical movement
that met the spiritual and material needs of people throughout the world. Today the United Methodist
Church is in ministry throughout the world as we seek to fulfill John Wesley’s vision for the Church.

Who are Willowbrook’s neighbors? Who are we called to serve?

Mission Insight is an incredibly useful demographic tool for knowing more about the people
who reside around our church. Mission Insight has some helpful things to share about the people who
live in a 2.5 mile radius around the church, an area that includes parts of Sun City, Sun City West, and
Peoria:

¢ Our neighbors tend to be highly educated.

+ Almost 34 of our neighbors are or were in white collar careers.

¢ Over 83% of our neighbors are white.

+ There is less poverty in our area than overall across the state of Arizona, with a median
household income of $78,013 in 2023.

+ Moderate population growth is expected to continue.

+ School aged children are a rapidly growing demographic in our immediate vicinity.

¢+ Two-parent households are slightly more common than across the state.

+ The average age of our neighbors is steadily decreasing, from an average age of 56 in 2000

to an expected average age of 49 in 2033.

+ The number of people aged 65 and up is holding steady at around 25,000 people while eve-

ry other (younger) age range is growing in number.

+ Despite these trends, people in their golden years continue to make up by far the greatest

percentage of our neighbors.
This data helps us understand why our church is most likely to continue attracting older people. What
ministries do we need in order to continue serving people in their golden years?

But the story of the Good Samaritan reminds us that we are called to be good neighbors even
to people who are not like us. We may not have a booming youth ministry or Sunday School anytime
soon, but how can Willowbrook bless the families with children and teenagers in our area? How are we
called to love them without expecting anything in return? If you have a heart for families with children
and youth in our neighborhood, would you please let me know? I'd love to hear from you.

See you in church in-person or through livestream!

Rev. Matt Ashley
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UPDATES

HAGER, Jane
13725 N 93rd Avenue #321
Peoria AZ 85381-4892
Freedom Plaza—The Inn

STARKEY, Marge
4445 S Grand Canyon Drive #248
Las Vegas NV 89147-7179

Gratitude Bracelets

Giving thanks for the little things in life can
provide a heart overflowing with gratitude.
Use this bracelet and prayer to increase the
joy in your life. Pray with each pearl.

Lora,

I felt your strength when. . .

I saw your hope when. . .

I shared your love with. . .

I followed your guidance. . .
Amen.

The prayer Pastor Ruth wrote to go with the
bracelets, and the focus the bracelets can give
on gratitude are intended to help us grow
closer to God in this life’s journey. Available in
four sizes for youth, men and women and in
many designs and colors, the bracelets will be
available again during fellowship time August
10. The proceeds go to the Willowbrook 50t"
Anniversary Fund.
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.  EMMAUS REUNION i
! GROUP @Hmmaus

i Everyone who has completed the Walk to Em- :

:maus has the opportunity to attend Willow-
I brook's Emmaus Reunion Group! The group
imeets the second Tuesday of the month at

-11:30 am. Consider joining us in the confer-
| ence room on August 12!

Christ is counting on you!

(We celebrate 90 years or more)
Bob Johnson
8 Jean Johns

11 Glennis Fuller

14 Virginia Vandenberg 100!
17 Donna Cunning

20 Dolores Wright

23 Nancie Fletcher

27 Olive Crowthers
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(We Celebrate 50 years or more)

1 Ron & Liz Byers 55th
3 Steve & Marian Roberts 56th
4 Terry & Carolyn Smith 57th
9 Stephen & Susan Marshall 56th

18 Charles & Toby Musgrave 52nd

25 Lee & Sandy Wilson 53rd
26 Tom & Jackie Laughlin 53rd
29 Dave & Vanette Pope 66th

Our condolences to family and
IN LovING friends on the death of the fol-

@% lowing Willowbrook members
and/or family & friends:

e Willowbrook Friend, Fran Boeck on June 24th

e Jan Van Vugt’s brother Robert Schlueter in SD
on June 11th

e Mike McGinty’s father on July 7th

August 28th — Lula Deans Little Library of Banned Books by Kristen Miller
September 25th —Girl With the Louding Voice by Abi Dare

HOOKED ON BOOKS
Do you enjoy reading? Would you like to discuss what you are read-
ing with others? Come join us at “Hooked on Books.” We meet in
the church library on the fourth Thursday of each month at 1:30.

Upcoming books:




SUMMER FUN!

Winding Down Summer!

Friday, August 8th—5:00 PM

$10 per person
Sign-up July 26/27 or August 2/3

This is our last summer movie extravaganza
event and we are ending with
Sloppy Joe's, Chips AND
Yummy Root Beer Floats! Followed by MOVIE!

“FOLKS”

Starring Tom Selleck & Don Ameche
You will be laughing hysterically!

Marilyn Burmeister and Gerri Joncas

\.’ are showing the new microwave do-

nated to Willowbrook by the Youthful

Seniors.
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BELOW: Marilyn Ledbetter presented Special Mission
Recognition Pins to Marty Holler, Pastor Gary Kennedy
and Debbie Kennedy for contributing to growth of the

United Women in Faith.

Blessed to
Give!

Members of Kris Krafters believe it is truly a
blessing to be able to give. We support many
charities through-out the year with labors of
love, by our skillful and dedicated members.

We recently donated lap robes, fidget
sleeves, clothing protectors, fidget mats, wa-
terproof mattress pads, waterproof chair pads,
and fleece heart pillows to Solace Hospice.

| -
KRIS KRAFTERS

Through this giving we make friends and
connections, this time with Lynda, one of the
social workers with Solace pictured with Diane
Perez and Gerri Joncas.

With the arrival of summer, autumn can’t be
far behind, so we are focusing on making
items to sell at Willowbrook’s annual Holidaze
Craft Faire. We will also have some beautiful
items to be raffled at the fair; watch this
space for details.

We welcome new members! Stop by on the
first and third Thursdays of the month from 9-
11 am in Wilson Fellowship Hall to see if itis a
good fit for you. Even if you don’t consider
yourself “crafty” we have a great time getting
acquainted, and you may discover a skill or
hidden talent!

Willowbrook Foundation

Leave a legacy of faith through planned giving

to the Willowbrook Foundation.
Your gift helps ensure our Founda-  (QURNE
tion’s mission continues for genera-

tions to come. For more infor- Yv

mation, please reach out to Sam
Haroz or Gene Ambroson.

We have enjoyed our ' United
summer fellowship -

lunches this summer. " .‘ Women
Our last one is in Faith

August 18th at 11:30—

Palmbrook Golf Club—9350 W Greenway Rd—
hosted by Elizabeth Circle—Sign up by August
10.

Summer doldrums might have you down by
August so we are coordinating a cohort for
Mission U at Willowbrook the afternoons of
August 5, 6, and 7, 2:30 to-5:00 pm. You can
register online with Southwest Winds. The cost
is $25. We will be studying the book Practicing
Hope by Tabitha Holley.

Looking ahead to the fall, Willowbrook UWF is
hosting the Conference annual celebration Oc-
tober 25, 2025. As hosts, we will be responsi-
ble for greeting guests, and providing a light
breakfast and lunch. The theme is You are
Like a Spring of Water. Pastor Steve Marshall
will provide a message and present commun-
ion. Registration began June 15 and is availa-
ble in the Southwest Winds and the confer-
ence website. Since some come from out of
town, I am scouting hotels in the Arrowhead
area but if you are willing to host someone for
the Friday night, please let Sue Marshall know.

p—— The Revised Common Lectionary—a
==Y three-year cycle reading through the
EITRY[!]INM Bible based on the synoptic gospels of
(A) Matthew, (B) Mark and (C) Luke. If
you read the lections for all three years, you will
read 85% of the Bible. Join us Monday mornings at
11:00 am to read the following Sunday’s lectionary
and talk about it. We end at noon.

“ Volunteer Opportunities

e L)) Do you have a couple of hours to
food@ spare on the first Wednesday of the
= month from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Or the first Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
If so, Valley View Community Food Bank is the
place to be! You never know exactly what task
you'll be helping with—but one thing is certain—
your time and effort will make a real difference.
Contact Linda Borton if interested in volunteering.

Valley View Community Food Bank is always
looking for helping hands! Willowbrook’'s own Ka-
ren Brooks volunteers on Wednesday mornings and
Saturdays. If volunteering on your own schedule
works better for you, stop by Valley View Communi-
ty Food Bank, located at 10733 West Peoria Avenue
in Sun City.

Your continued support of Valley View Communi-
ty Food Bank is deeply appreciated. Whether volun-
teering, donating grocery bags, egg cartons or
cash Willowbrook makes a big impact!.
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Front (L-R): Linda Borton, Fran Triguero, Marci Christen-
sen (seated) Roger and Gloria Davis, Judy Arkwright
Back: Sherry Mellenthin, Loren Littlefield, Jesse Ramirez,
Jr., and John Herman.
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Yt The weekly readings for AUGUST are: g ;?gelil rdeéﬁgggggtﬁgag?ﬁ%Z?Eirl?q%ci-

#r CLASS DATE DATE USED ¥ tions of grief. Through this 13-week group,

H July 28 August 3 Hr you'll discover what to expect in the days ahead
Hosea 11:1-11 Psalm 107:1-9,43 ¢ and what’s “normal” in grief. Since there are no
Colossians 3:1-11 Luke 12:13-21 4 neat, orderly stages of grief, you'll learn helpful

& August 4 August 10 2 ways of coping with_ grief, in all its unpredicta-
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 bility—and gain solid support each step of the

¥ Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Luke 12:32-40 ¥ way.

* August 11 August 17 ¥ At Willowbrook GriefShare meets each Wednes-

Y Isaiah 5:1-7 Psalm 80:1-2,8-19 ¥+ day from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Library
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 Luke 12:49-56 4 Lounge. You don’t have to be a member, or at-

e August 18 August 24 v tend the church, to be a part of the GriefShare
Jeremiah 1:4-10 Psalm 71:1-6 program.

¥t Hebrews 12:18-29 Luke 13:10-17 ¢ e Aug—6 Grief & Your Friendships

H August 25 August 31 * . Aug—13 Questions for God

% Jeremiah 2:4-13 Psalm 81:1, 10-16 % e Aug—20 Stuck in Grief

. — i ?

s P 3 P e P e B P v P B P e o v ok v Sep—3 What Do I Live for Now?
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CH—Chapel

CR—Conference Room
CT—Courtyard

LL—Library Lounge
MR—Music Room
PR—Prayer Room
Sanc—Sanctuary
WFH—Wilson Fellowship Hall

3 FOOD BANK—COMMUNION

9:30 am Worship—Sanc

10 2nD SsuNDAY FOR zoO

UNDIE SUNDAY
GRATITUDE BRACELETS
9:30 am Worship—Sanc

17

9:30 am Worship—Sanc

24

9:30 am Worship—Sanc

31

9:30 am Worship—Sanc

Mon

4 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

11:00 am Lectionary Study—LL
2:00 pm Intercessory Prayer—LL

11

11:00 am Lectionary Study—LL
2:00 pm Intercessory Prayer—LL
2:00 pm First Tuesday Planning—CR

18

11:00 am Lectionary Study—LL
2:00 pm Intercessory Prayer—LL

25

11:00 am Lectionary Study—LL
2:00 pm Intercessory Prayer—LL

Please pray daily with me. FATHER in Heaven,

we give you the glory and honor for all that you're
doing in our lives every day, even in the times we
. can'’t see it or understand your ways. Shine your

|. AY V light in us, through us, over us. May we make a
LEADER difference in this world, for your glory and pur-
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Tue

5

12:00 pm First Tuesday at Noon—
WFH

2:00 pm Men'’s Fellowship—LL
5.30 Mission U Viewi WEH

12

11:30 am Emmaus Reunion Gath-
ering—CR
2:00 pm Men’s Fellowship—LL

19

2:00 pm Men’s Fellowship—LL

26

2:00 pm Men'’s Fellowship—LL

poses. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen

Wed

6

9:30 am GriefShare—LL
9:30 am Art & Soul—WFH
30 Missi Viai WEH

13

9:00 am Nominations—CR
9:30 am GriefShare—LL
9:30 am Art & Soul—WFH

20

9:30 am GriefShare—LL
9:30 am Art & Soul—WFH

27

9:00 am Nominations—CR
9:30 am GriefShare—LL
9:30 am Art & Soul—WFH

Thu

7

9:00 am Kris Krafters—WFH
2:00 pm Worship Committee—CR
30 Mission U Viewi WE

14

21

9:00 am Kris Krafters—WFH

1:30 pm 50th Anniversary Team—LL

2:30 pm Outreach—CR

28

9:00 am Finance—CR
9:30 am Reverse Telethon—WHF
1:30 pm Hooked on Books—LL

Fri
1

5:00 pm Youthful Seniors Board—
WFH

8

5:00 pm Youthful Seniors Event—
WFH

15

22

29

Sat

2 FOOD BANK
5:00 pm Sabbath Service—CH

O TOWELS FOR z0O

UNDIE SUNDAY

GRATITUDE BRACELETS

9:00 am Winsome Widows—
George’s Cafe

5:00 pm Sabbath Service—CH

16

5:00 pm Sabbath Service—CH

23

1:00 pm Winsome Widows—LL
5:00 pm Sabbath Service—CH

30

5:00 pm Sabbath Service—CH

IN OUR

AUGUST—Pray for

First UMC, Sun City
First UMC, Yuma

Fresh Expressions Quad Cities
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Feed the
Community

Feed the Hungry
Non-parishable Food
ATER IS ALWAYS NEEDED

Nexi: Food Drive:
September 6/7, 2025




